



Printed imqgc digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



IRISH MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS, 

1881 . 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THOMAS FRANCIS DE GREY, EARL COWPER, K.G., 

&C., &c., &c., 

LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OP IRELAND. 


Mat it please your Excellency, 

I liave the honour to forward, the following Report and Tables concerning Irish 
Agricultural Labourers who annually seek work at a distance from their homes. 

In the year 18S0 an attempt was made to collect particulars with regard to the many 
persons who leave their homes, especially in the Western and North-Western Districts, 
to assist in agricultural operations elsewhere, and thus add to their scanty means of 
subsistence. The results of this inquiry were brought under your Excellency’s notice in 
a communication addressed to the Under Secretary on the 30th of September, 1880. 
In that communication will be found many details relative to the number, condition, and 
movements of Migratory Agricultural Labourers in the year 1841, collected in connexion 
with the Census of that year. The plan adopted for obtaining the information in the 
year 1880 was again followed in the year 1881, but owing to the many and arduous 
duties which the police had to perform, in connexion with the disturbed state of the 
country and "the collection of the Census returns, it was impossible to present the 
information contained in this Report at so early a date as in 1880. 

The Chairman of the Midland Great Western Railway has, as in the year 1880, kindly 
furnished the statistics of “ harvestmen ” travelling over that company’s hues. The 
returns from the various ports have been collected by the emigration enumerators, and 
the information obtained at the homes of the migratory labourers has been obtained by 
the enumerators of agricultural statistics. The results are set forth' in the following 
statements : — 


Return showing the Number of Labourers who left each of the undermentioned Ports from the 
1st January; 1881, to the 31st August, 1881, for temporary employment in England or Scotland. 


Ports. 

January. 

February. 


April 

Hay. 


July. 

August. 

Total to 
the end of 


25 

46 

49 

201 

122 

533 

280 

31 

1,287 


477 

561 

441 

412 

649 

477 

339 

519 

3,875 

Cork, 


1 

4 

12 

9 

27 

5 

11 

69 

Drogheda, . 

6 

18 

41 

11 

64 

123 

63 

25 

351 

Dundalk, . 

32 

112 

107 

75 

135 

163 

121 

40 

785 

Larne, 


10 

2 

5 

277 

1,094 

2,419 

1,706 

5,513 

Limerick, . 




2 





2 

Londonderry, 

186 

210 

262 

254 

3*38 

493 

9*53 

8*01 

3,497 

N evrcy, 

8 

36 

49 

80 

78 

101 

45 

48 

445 

Portrush, . 

22 

32 




22 

22 


98 

Sligo, 

23 

27 

68 

68 


1,047 

498 

73 


Warrenpoint, 

15 

3 




3 

9 

4 

34 

Waterford, 

15 

14 

*17 

*21 

26 

22 



115 

Westport, . 

6 

44 

50 

76 

173 

76 

56 

5 

486 

Wexford, . 



3 

1 

10 


1 


1 15 

Total, 

815 

1,114 

1,093 

1,218 

2,084 

4,181 

4,811 

3,263 

1 18,579 
1 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 


The following information has been obtained from the Midland Groat Western 
Railway Company : — 

Number of Harvestmen conveyed over the Midland Great Western Railway System from the 
undermentioned Stations during the Season of 1881. 


Sutton. 

Number 

of 

Harvestmen. 

Poor Law Union. 

County. 

Atlilone, 

GO 

Atlilone, 

Westmeath. 

Ballinnaloo, 

282 

Ballinnsloe, 

Galway. 

Wood lawn, 

378 

Do. 

Do. 

A tlicniy, . 

767 

Longlimv, 

Do. 

Oramnore, . 

13 

Galway, 

Do. 

Edgeworthstown, 

31 

G lunard, . 

.Longford. 

Longford, . 

227 

Longford, . . . 

Do. 

Dromocl, . ... 

131 

Mobill, . 

Leitrim. 

C&rrick, 

103 

Carrick-on-Shannon, . 

Do. 

Bovle, 

500 

Bovle, 

Roscommon. 

Ballymote, . 

015 

Sligo, 

Sligo. 

Sligo, 

251 

Do. ... 

Do. 

Edmondstovn, . 

15 

Caatlercagli, 

Mayo. 

Ballaghaderreen, 

3,396 

Do. 

Do. 

Roscommon, 

931 

Roscommon, 

Roscommon. 

Ballymoe, . 

501 

Glennamaddy, . 

Galway. 

Castlereagh, 

853 

Castlereagh, 

Roscommon. 

Ballinlough, 

1,066 

Do. 

Do. 

Ballyhaunis, 

3.487 

Clarcmorris, 

Mayo. 

daremorris, 

1,959 

Do. 

Do. 

Balia, 

731 

Castlebar, . 

Do. 

Manilla, 

59 

Do. 

Do. 

Castlebar, . 

1,410 

Do. 

Do. 

Westport, . 

1,749 

Westport, . 

Do. 

F oxford, 

4,324 

Swineford, 

Do. 

Ballinn, 

1,979 

BaJlinu, 

Do. 

Total, . 

26,367 




From the returns obtained by the enumerators of agricultural statistics it appears 
that there were in June of this year 21,322 persons (including 18 females) who had 
either left or intended to leave their homes to seek employment as agricultural labourers 
elsewhere. Of these, 6,195 bad not left their homes at tlio time of the enumeration. The 
corresponding number for 1880 was 22,900, showing a decrease of 1,578 or 6-9 per cent. 

From the returns collected by the enumerators of emigrants at Irish ports, together 
with the information furnished by the authorities of the Midland Great Western 
Railway, it would appear that -14,946 agricultural labourers travelled .as passengers 
journeying to seek employment at a distance from their homes. Comparing these 
figures with those' for 1880, it appears there is an increase of 2,G74. This excess is 
altogether owing to an increase in the number enumerated at the Irish ports, where the 
numbers were for 1880 and 1881 respectively 14,613 and 18,579, showing an increase 
of 3,966. 

In the Midland Great Western Railway returns, however, the contrary is observed, 
for in 1880 27,659 harvestmen were carried by the Company, whereas in 1881 there 
were only 26,367, or 1,292 less than in the previous year. It is right here to remark, 
that the statistics furnished by the emigration enumerators with respect to “temporary ” 
emigrants were incomplete during the early portion of the year 1880. 

A similar discrepancy to that observed in i860 between the results obtained by the 
two methods is also observable in the statistics for 1881. 

It lias been ascertained that a considerable number of the agricultural labourers 
who migrate annually to England pay two visits. This is an element which it is impos- 
sible accurately to eliminate from the emigration and railway returns. On inquiry at the 
Midland Great Western Railway I have been informed that, “about 2,000 go twice 
each year,” and that, “ a large number remain in the counties near Dublin.” 

The numbers returned by the agricultural enumerators apparently (as mentioned in 
the Report for 1880), represent those who habitually pursue the avocation of migratory 
agricultural labourers. 

A review of the returns furnished by the agricultural enumerators shows that the 
total number of those in Ireland who pursued this particular kind of employment 
was, in the year 1881, 23,322, or at the rate of 3*9 per 1,000 of the population according 
to the Census of 1871. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 5 

As in the Report for 1880, the chief points of interest with regard to migratory 
agricultural labourers may be dealt with under the following heads 

I. Their distribution in Ireland when at home. 

II. Their relative proportion to the population : — 

(«.) To the total population ; 

(b.) To the adult male population. 

III. Their social position when at home as measured by the extent of their holdings, 

if any. 

IV. Their destination. 

I - — The distribution of agricultural labourers in Ireland when at home . — This is shown 
in the following statement : — 


Table I. — Showing for each County and Province the number of Migratory Agricultural Laboureis, 
whose usual residence is situated therein ; with the proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 
of the population for the years 1880 and 1 881. 






“‘-a. 

erli-iiltural 

Kate per 1,000 " 






■"» 

arconllng to tlio 

CVlmuof 1871. 





1/1 



in 1880. 






1880. 

1881. 


Leinster Province : 








Carlow County, . 



51.G50 

52 

16 

1-0 

•3 

Dublin „ 



405,262 

19 

65 


•1 

Kildare „ 



83,014 

26 

7 

•3 

•1 

Kilkenny „ 
King’s ,, 



109,379 

48 

45 

•4 

•4 



75,900 

39 

16 

•5 

•2 

Longford „ 



64,501 

243 

189 

3-8 

2-9 

Louth „ 



84,021 

271 

215 

3-2 

2-6 

Meath „ 



95,558 

100 

137 

1-0 

1-4 

Queen’s „ 



79,771 

14 

5 

•2 

•1 

Westmeath ,, 



78,432 

50 

23 

•G 

•3 

Wexford „ 



132, G6G 

70 

27 

•5 

•2 

Wicklow „ 



78,G97 

35 

19 

•4 

•2 

Munster Province : 








Clare County, . 



147,864 

49 

15 

•3 

•1 

Cork 



517,070 

327 

184 

•6 

•4 ! 

Kerry „ 



196,586 

290 

98 

1-5 

•5 

Limerick „ 



191, 93G 

55 

32 

■3 

•2 

Tipperary „ 
Waterford „ 



216,713 

123,310 

65 

164 

64 

•3 

1-3 

•3 

•6 

Ulster Province : 








Antrim County, 



404,015 

188 

157 

•5 

•4 

Armagh „ 



179,260 

715 

594 

40 

3-3 

Cavan „ 



140,735 

312 

302 

2-2 

2.1 

Donegal „ 



218,334 

2,435 

1,490 

11-2 

6-S 

Down „ 



293,449 

340 

247 

1-2 

•8 

Fermanagh „ 



92,794 

120 

89 

1-3 

1-0 

Londonderry „ 



173,900 

210 

138 

1-2 

•8 

Monaghan „ 



114,969 

447 

369 ' 

3-9 

3*2 

Tyrone „ 



215,766 

442 

297 

20 

1-4 

Connaught Province : 








Galway County, 



249,720 

1,935 

2,366 

7-7 

9-5 

Leitrim „ 



95,562 

967 

723 

10-1 

7-6 

. Mayo „ 



244,768 

10,19S 

10,742 

41-7 

43-9 

.Roscommon ,, 



140,670 

1,579 

1,732 

11-2 

12-3 

Sligo „ 



115,493 

1,095 

847 

9-5 

7-3 j 

Summary. 








Leinster Province, 



1,339,451 

967 

764 

•7 . 

•G 

Munster „ 



1,393,485 

950 

465 

•7 

■3 

Ulster „ 



1,833,228 

5,209 

3.683 

2-8 

2-0 

Connaught „ 



846,213 

15,774 

16,410 

18-6 

19-4 

Total of Ireland, 



5,412,377 

22,900 

21,322 

4-2 

3-9 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 


Nearly four-fifths of the entire number, namely, 16,410, are natives of the Province 
of Connaught. Of these, 10,742 come from the county of Mayo alone, which county 
furnishes about one-half of all the Irish migratory labourers. The railway returns point 
to a similar conclusion, as taking the railway and port returns together the persons who 
travelled on “harvestmen's tickets" from the Railway stations situated in that county 
amount to 19,109, or nearly one-half of the number returned by the railway autho- 
rities and emigration enumerators combined. In 1S41 Mayo, as pointed out in the 
Report for 1880, was the principal source of these migratory labourers. The number 
from Mayo in 1881 is but slightly different from that in 1880 and corresponds closely 
with the number for 1841, when it was 10,430, or 312 less than in the year under con- 
sideration. It must not be forgotten that many who start from Mayo stations on the 
Midland Great Western Railway are natives of Sligo and Galway. The 10,742 returned 
on “ Form M,” Agricultural Statistics, were distributed among the various poor law 
unions in Mayo ; the principal being, Swineford, 5, OSS ; Claremorrls, 2,027 ; Castlebar, 
1,281, the numbers being much smaller for the other unions (see Table II. and Table 
in Appendix). The numbers furnished by the other counties of Connaught are Galway, 
2,366 ; Roscommon, 1,732 ; Sligo, 847; Leitrim, -723. 

The next province in importance, as to the supply of migratory labourers, is Ulster. 
The total number furnished by Ulster is 3,683, of these 1,490 (or nearly one-halt) are 
natives of the county of Donegal. The numbers furnished by the various Poor Law 
Unions in this county were — Dunfanaghy 435, Glenties 493, luishowen 206, Mill ford 
239, the other unions furnishing but small numbers. It will be observed that the 
numbers for the four unions named make a total of 1,373, showing that nearly all the 
migratory labourers of Donegal and nearly half of all from Ulster are natives of the 
very limited area along the Donegal coast comprised in these four unions. Of the 
Ulster counties the next in order to Donegal is Armagh, which furnishes 594, of whom . 
315 are natives of the Newry, 156 of the Armagh, and 77 of the Castleblayney union, 
making 548 from these three unions alone. The county of Monaghan furnishes 369, 
Tyrone 297, Down 247, Cavan 302, Londonderry 138, Antrim 157, and Fermanagh 89. 

The province of Leinster furnishes only 761 migratory labourers. Those are 
principally natives of the counties of Louth, Longford, and Meath, which respectively 
furnish 215, 189, and 137, or about two-thirds of the whole number from this province. 
The numbers furnished by the other counties of Leinster are very small, ranging from 
65 in Dublin to 5 in Queen's. 

The province of Munster furnishes 465 or less than two-thirds of the number from 
Leinster. They are distributed us follows, among the various counties : — Cork 184, 
Kerry 98, Waterford 72, Tipperary 64, Limerick 32, Clare 15. 

Comparing the foregoing analysis with the corresponding returns for the year 18S0 
it will be observed that while the total number of migratory labourers has diminished 
by only 1,578, the decrease is by no means equally distributed. In the province of 
Leinster the numbers show a decrease of 203, or 20 - 99 per cent. ; in Munster of 485, or 
5T05 per cent. In these two provinces the numbers were so small in 1880 and 1881 
that they could not have any appreciable effect on the social condition of the labouring 
classes or on the labour market. In Ulster a diminution is also found. The number 
in 1880 was 5,209, while in 1881 it was only 3,683, showing a decrease of 1,526, or 
29’29 per cent. Of this decrease 945, or 38’8l per cent, occurred in Donegal alone, 
which county is the chief residence of the migratory labourers of Ulster. On referring to 
the figures for Connaught, it is found that, contrary to what prevailed in the other three 
provinces, the numbers have risen from 15,774 in 1880 to 16,410 iu 1881, showing a 
slight increase, namely, of 636, or 4 - 03 per cent. It thus appears that a large number 
of the inhabitants of Connaught still pursue the avocation of migratory labourers in as 
large a number as they did lorty years ago, while in . the rest of Ireland the steady 
decrease of this method of earning wages which has been going on for many years still 
continues. Mayo still beads the list with the largest number, and shows the largest 
increase in 1881 over the previous year. 

II. — The proportion which the migratory labourers bear to the population resident 
in the distnets from which they come is a matter of more importance than the absolute 
number from any particular area. In Table I. the proportion of migratory labourers 
per 1,000 of the population in 1871 is given. It will be observed that the proportion 
for the whole of Ireland is but 3’9 per 1,000, but when considered by provinces it is 
found that the proportion in Connaught is 19 '4 per 1,000, in Ulster it is 2*0, in 
Leinster 0‘6, and in Munster, but 0 3. 

A more exact analysis of the numbers furnished by Connaught shows that in Mayo 
the proportion of migratory labourers to the population reached the large number of 
43‘9 per 1,000; in Roscommon it was 12-3 ; in Leitrim, 7 - 6; in Sligo, 73. ; in Galway, 9‘5. 
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_ In Ulster, the proportion, reached 6 '8 in Donegal, but in all other counties it was insig- 
nificant except Armagh where it reached 3 ‘3, and Monaghan where it reached S'2 per 
1 , 000 . 1 

In Leinster the only counties where the number exceeded I per 1,000 were 
Longford, Louth, and Meath, where the ratios were 2'9, 2-6, and 1'4 respectively. 

In all the counties of Munster the numbers were so small that they were not likely 
to have any important general effect. 

The following are therefore the counties in which the influence of the mio-ration 
of labourers is most likely to be felt, and where the proportion is equal to or exceeds 
10 per 1,000 of the population : — 

Mayo, . . . 43 - 0 [ter 1 ,000. I Galway, . . 9'5 per 1,000. 

Roscommon, . . 12-3 „ [ Lai trim, . . 7-6 „ 

In the following counties the number appears to be sufficiently large to produce 
appreciable effects : — 

Sligo, . . . 7-3 per 1,000. I Monaghan, . 3 2 per 1,000. 

Donegal, . 6 - 8 „ I Longford, . 2 - 9 ,, 

Armagh, . . 3-3 „ | Louth. . . 2-6 „ 


Table II.— Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, whose 
usual Residence is situated therein ; with the Proportion of such Labourers to every 1,000 of the 
Population. 
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Poor Law Unions. 


ul Month, 


111,242 
44,443 
13,399 
35,47 1 

aS 37 » 

24,594 

34.401 

17,113 

27,(122 

79,2411 

59,714 

111,1127 

22,94.5 

34,233 

511,753 

29,530 

20.402 
09,910 
Su,544 
53,747 


KUIbIu, . 
KUlnruer. 
Kiimacthoma 
Kilir.a! lock , 
Kilnifh, . 
Kinsalc, . 

Letwrlcemy, 
Liroavady, 
Limerick . 


Maya, 

Korrr. 

\V atirfiml, 

Cork aud Limerick. 
Clare, 

Cork, 

l Antrim. . 

Donegal. . 
Londonderry. . 
Clare awl Limerick, 


1 I Scarriff, . 
-1 I Shillelagh, 


Lismore, 


Longford, 
Loughrea, 
Lurgan, . 
Macroom, 
Magherofel 


Mallow, . 

Maaorhamiltoii 

Middleton, 

Millford, . 

Mills treet, 

Mitchelstown, 

Mohill. . 

Monaghan, 

Mount'oellow, 

MouttmoUick, 


12,710 

57,307 

34 , 75(1 

49,040 

21,959 


Urlingfor.l, 
Waierfonl, 
Westport, 
Wexford, 
Youglnl, . 


Mullingar, 

Naas, 

Navou, . 
Nenagh, . 
Newcastle, 
Newport, . 
New (ton, 

Nowry, . 
Kcwtownardi, 


Westmeath, 

Kildare and Wicklow, 
Meath, . 

Tippumry, 

Limerick, . 

Carlow, Kilkenny, ami VVex 

ford, 

Armagh and Down, . 
Down, 


8 AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 

Table II. Showing by Poor Law Unions the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, foe. — continued . 


Antrim and Down, 

Waterford, 

Fermanagh, 

Kerry, 

Doaceal and London 
! Galway! ’ ". 

, Antrim, Armagh, A 
. Cork, 

Londonderry, . 

. Cork. 

. Leitrim, . 

. Cork. . . 

’. Coricf’ i 

. Cork and Limerick, 

. Monaghan, 

. I Galway, . 

. | King's and Qneou's, 


3 (I "8 Oldcastlo, 
44 1 l'O Onmgli, . 

22 1 7 Ouglitrrard, 

I’ortumnn, 
ltatlidown, 
2 0-1 Uathilnmi, 

44 2'G Uathkcale, 


25 0-4 Skihbereen, 

122 4.1 Skull, . 

13 0 5 Sligo, . 

20 0-3 StraUne, 

Strnnor'ar, 

6G IT Strokes town, 

3 0-1 Swiuoford. 

249 7-U Thomastewn, 

2 0-1 Thurlos, . 

239 9-2 Tipperary, 

3 0-2 Tolierourry. 

Tralee, . 
281 10-1 Trim, . 

154 3'0 Tnam, 

334 18-1 Tulla, . 

9 0-2 Tullamorc, 


Galway, . 

King's nml Tipperary, 
Gnlway, . 

Dublin and Wicklow, 

. Wicklow. 

. Limerick, 

. Gnlway and Roscommon, 
King's, Queen'., and 
Tipperary. 

. Clare anil Gal way, . 

. Carlow, Wexford, & Wick 
low, 

. Cork, 

. Cork, 

. Donegal and Tyrone, 

. Donegal, . 

. Kilkenny, 

. Tipperary, 

. Limerick and Tipporary, 

. Sligo, 

. Kerry, 

. Meath, 

. Galway, . 

. Clare, 

. King's and Wostmoath. 

. Kilkenny and Tijiporary. 

. Kilkomiy and Waterford, 

1 Woxford, ". '. 1 

. Cork and Wntorford, 


The following statement shows by Poor Law Unions the proportion of migratory 
labourers in all those districts where it exceeds 10 per 1,000 of the population. 


Poon Law Unions. 

Counties in which situated. 

Rate 

]>ur 

1,001). 

roon Law Unions. 

3 

E3 

Swineford, 

Mayo, . 

93 9 

Tuam, 

Galway, . 

23-5 

Claremorris, 

Do., . 

G4-8 

Ballina, 

Mayo and Sligo, 

22-3 

Castlebar, . 

Do., . 

39S 

Tobercurry, 


19*8 

Castleroogh, 

Mayo anil Koscom- 

3G0 

Westport, . 

Mayo, 

19*8 


Galway, . 


Moiuitbellew, 

Galway, . 

181 

Glennamaddy, . 

30-0 

Glenties, . 

Donegal, . 

130 

Newport, . 

Mayo, 

28-8 

Ballinrobe, 

Galway aud Mayo, . 

114 

Dunfauaghy, 

Donegal, . 

2G-4 

Mohjll, . ' . 

Leitrim, . 

10'1 


It will be observed that in Swineford Union the number reaches nearly 10 per cent, 
of the population. 

The proportion of migratoiy labourers to the adult male population is an important 
element. This is shown in Table III., and the results are still more striking than 
when the numbers are viewed merely in relation to the total population. 

In this statement Mayo appears in a still more remarkable light for it is found that 
no less than IS 3 per cent, of the adult male population usually seek employment at a 
distance from their homes. In no other county in Ireland does the proportion reach 
5 per cent. 

In Roscommon the proportion is 4'9 per cent; in Leitrim, 3*1 ; in Sligo, 3*0 ; in 
Galway, 3 - 8 ; in Donegal, 2*7 ; in Armagh, 1*3 ; in Monaghan, 1*2 ; in Longford, IT ; 
in no other county does it reach 1 per cent. 
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Table TTT. — Showing for each County and Province the Number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers whose 
usual Residence is situated therein j the Total Number of Males Twenty veal's of age and upwards, according 
to the Census of 1871, and the proportion of Migratory Labourers to the latter number. 


Provinces and Countibs. 

Number cf 
Males 20 years 
of ago and 

Migratory Agricultural 
Labourers. 

Provinces and Counties, 

Number of 
Mai os 2u years 
of ajio aud 

Migralory Agricultural 
Labourers. 

Number. 

>er cent. 

Number. 

J per cent. 

Leinster Province : 




Ulster Province : 




Carlow Count v, 

14,380 

16 

o-l 

Antrim Countv, 

96,156 

157 

■71 

Dublin „ 

108,146 

65 

0-1 

Armagh ., 

44,409 

594 

1-3 

Kildare „ 

26,439 

7 



Cavan , , 

37,276 

302 

0-8 

Kilkenny „ 

30,318 

45 

0-1 

Donegal ., 

55.418 

1,490 

2-7 


22,219 

16 

0-1 

Down „ 

72,143 

247 

0-3 

Longford ,, 

17,377 

189 

1-1 

Fermanagh ,, 

24,585 

89 

0-4 


23,008 

215 

0-9 

Londonderry „ 

44,400 

' 138 

0-3 

Meath „ 

28,310 

137 

0'5 

Monaghan „ 

30,102 

369 

1-2 

Queen’s „ 

22,897 

5 

— 

Tyrone „ 

56,997 

297 

0-5 

Westmeath „ 

22,510 

23 

0-1 





Wexford „ 

37,489 

27 

0-1 

Connaught Province : 




Wicklow „ . . 

21,715 

19 

0-1 

Galway Countv, 

61,674 

2,366 

3-8 





Leitrim „ 

23,714 

723 

3-1 





Mayo „ 

58,788 

10,742 

18-3 





Roscommon „ 

34.932 

1.732 

4-9 

Munster Province : 




Sligo „ 

28,206 

S47 

3-0 

Clare County, 

37,583 

15 

_ 






135, 7S9 

184 

0-1 






47,692 

98 

0-2 

Leinster Province, . 

374,808 

764 

0-2 


49,295 

32 

0-1 

Munster „ 

362,042 

465 

0-1 


59,141 

64 

0-1 

Ulster „ 

461,546 

3,683 

o-s 

Waterford „ 

32,542 

72 

0-2 

Connaught „ 

207,314 

16,410 

7-9 





Total op Ireland, . 

1,405,710 

21,322 

lb 


III. — The social position of the Irish Migratory Labourer at home is best estimated by 
the fact of his being or not being a landholder, and, if a landholder, by the extent of his 
holding. Table IV. contains the required information, from which it appears that of the 
21,322 Irish migratory labourers 13,220 or 62'0 per cent, are not landholders. The 
per-centage for each of the four provinces of migratory labourers who are not land- 
holders is as follows : — 


Connaught, 

Ulster 1 , 

Leinster, 

Munster, 


59-65 

67-34 

76-31 

79-35 


Thus the landholding migratory labourers are proportionally much more numerous 
in Connaught than elsewhere. Again, the average amount of land held by those who 
are landholders is greater in Connaught than elsewhere. The number of landholders : 
the number having over five acres ; the number with holdings not exceeding five acres ; 
and the per-centage of holdings not exceeding five acres are as follow 


Number of Migratory Holders of Not exceeding 

Labourers who are Landholders, over live acres. five acres. 


Connaught, . 

6,622 

5,813 

809 

Ulster, 

1,203 

922 

281 

Munster, 

96 

51 

45 

Leinster, 

181 

82 

99 


Per-centage not 
exceeding live acres. 
12-22 
23-36 
46-SS 
54-70 


A further reference to Table IV. will show that it is only in Connaught that any 
considerable number of migratory labourers bold farms exceeding an area of fifteen 
acres. In considering this point the low value of the land in many parts of Connaught 
must be taken into consideration. * 

It will be found on analysis by counties and unions that the conditions of the 
migratory labourers in relation to the land bear pretty much the same ratios as when 
considered by provinces. The proportions no doubt vary within small limits, as will be 
seen by inspection of the Table in the Appendix, Mayo in this, as in nearly ail other 
instances, shows the maximum of anomaly. Of the 10,742 natives of Mayo, 4, GOG, or 
42-89 per cent., are landholders, and of these 4,606 only 511, or 1109 per cent., occupied 
holdings not exceeding five acres. ^ 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 


Table IV. — Showing, "by Provinces, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, not Land- 
holders ; also the number having Land, and the Area of their Holdings. 


Classification of Holdings in 


Pnoviscns. 


Total of Ireland. 

Statuto Acres. 


Leinster. 

Munster. 

Ulster. 

Connaught. 

No. of Migratory Agricultural 
Labourers not Landholders, 

583 

369 

2,480 

9,788 

13,220 

No. having: — 









Holdings not exceeding 1 acre, 

19 

13 

7 

50 

95 

Do. above 1 

u f2 acres, . 

28 

14 

27 

107 

176 

Do. „ 2 



; ,» 

18 

11 

45 

145 

219 

Do. „ 3 


„ 

15 

C 

91 

235 

347 

Do. „ 4 


*1 

„ 

19 

1 

111 

260 

397 

■ Total No. not exceeding 5 acres, 

99 

45 

281 

809 

1,234 

Holdings above 


Flo acres, 

36 

9 

481 

2,337 

2,863 

Do. „ 10 


15 „ . 

27 

11 

201 

1,871 

2,110 

Do. „ 15 


20 „ . 

12 

8 

107 

945 

1,072 

Do. „ 20 


25 „ . 

4 

4 

41 

285 

334 

Do. „ 25 


30 „ . 

1 

4 

30 

195 

230 

Do. ,, 30 


40 „ . 

— 

G 

24 

111 

141 

I Do. above 40 acres, 


2 

9 

38 

69 

118 

Gross Total, 




764 

465 

3,683 

16,410 

21,322 


IV . — The destination of the migratory labourers is the next point requiring special at- 
tention. The following statement shows the destination of the Migratory Labourers 
from each Province : — 


Provinces. 

Elsewhere In Ireland. 

England. 

Scotland. 

Leinster, 

385 

296 

83 

Munster, 

255 

107 

43 

Ulster, . 

520 

1,217 

1,940 

Connaught, 

284 

15,473 

• G53 

Total, 

1,444 

17,153 

2,725 


It appears that 80-45 per cent, sought work in England, 12-78 per cent, in Scotland, 
and 6 - 77 per cent, in Ireland. 

A comparison of the provinces shows that in Leinster, of the 764 labourers, 379 sought 
employment in Great Britain, and 385, or 50"39 per cent., in Ireland. 

In Munster, of the 465 labourers only 210 sought work in Groat Britain, while 255, 
or 54-84 per cent., merely migrated to other parts of Ireland. 

In Ulster, of the 3,683 labourers 3,163 sought work in Great Britain (1,1 17 in England, 
and 1,946 in Scotland), while 520, or 14*12 per cent., sought employment in Ireland. 

In Connaught, of the 16,410, 16,126 sought work in Great Britain (only 653 of these 
in Scotland), and but 284, or 1'73 per cent, in other parts of Ireland. 

The same difficulties in collecting information with regard to this subject which pre- 
sented themselves in 1880 have been again met with in 1881, nevertheless the similarity 
of the results point to the conclusion that these statistics, so far as they go, are of as 
reliable a character as are likely to be obtainable concerning this remarkable section of 
the people of Ireland. 

I have the honour to remain, 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 

THOS. W. GRIMSHAW, 

Registrar-General. 

General Register Office, 

Charlemont House, Dublin, 

S th February, 1882. 
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MIGRATORY AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS. 


APPENDIX. 


1 and numbar 0f Misery Agricultural Labourer*, whoso usual Residence L 

A th ^A re t tbelr foldings in Statute Acres ; tlie place in which they sought or intended to seek Employ 
ment, and the Number who had not left their Homes at the time (month of June, 1881) thoEnu me rotors took the Srns. 


Province of Leinster. 


«| i «i js 3! pi it ii |i is is is is , 

=_2 ~ s« =« §* a« l» s 2 as ss ga ss sg I 


Carlow County. 

Baltinclass, part of, 


Total o t Camow Co., 16 


Dublin County. 

Balrothert, 
Crldridoe, part of, 
Dublin, North, . 
Dublin, South, . 
Dunshaugrlin, part of 


Kildare County. 

Atht, part of, 


Kilkenny County. 

Cai.lan, part of, 

Cariuck-on-Suir, „ 
CaSTLECOMER, 


King's County. 

Boknoersv, part of, 


Xiongford County. 

Balltmahon, part of, . 


Louth County. 

AllDEE, part of, 


Dundalk, „ 

Total op Louth Co., 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers &c.- 



a Consisting of SO ao.o& C Consisting of 49 noros. . e Consisting of AC Boros. 
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a Comprising ono rack of S7, 45, 50, 127, 128, 133, 178, and I SO acre*. 
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AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS, IRELAND, 1881. 


Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, (fee. — continued. 


Province of Ulster. 


Cavan, 

Cootemiil, pari cf, 
Enniskillen, „ 



Donegal County. 

Balltshannon, part of, 
Donegal, 

Olkntiks, . 
Tnishowen, . 
Lettehkinny, . 
Londonderry, part of, 


Millposb, . 
Stiubank, part of, 
Stbanorlab, 


DoWXFATRICK, 
Kilkeel, . 
Lisburn, part of, 


N LWTOWNARDS, 


Fermanagh County. 

Balltshannon, part of 
Clones, „ 

Enniskillen 
Lisnaskea, . 
Iktinestown, part of, . 


Total os Fermanagh Co. I 61 


Xondonderry Co. 

Balltmonet, part of, 
COLEIlAINB, „ 
Lihavadv, . 
Londonderry, part of, 
Maohshafelt, . 


Total op L. Derry Co. 


nrtrto, |# I «di ofn. 70. SO, 83, 88.99. >'3, 130,137. 148. 180. 170, and 900 aero,; 1 of 80. 3 of 59.2 of 100, 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, Jtc. — continued. 
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Table showing, by Counties and Poor Law Unions, the number of Migratory Agricultural Labourers, (fee continued. 
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Sligo County. 





















40 

1 

t 


1 


3 

1 

•> 

3 




1 

50 

42 


13 

33 













1 


1 





Dkomoxe West, . 



i 


1 


2 

II 



i 

1 



65 






73 









1 


1 

i 







TOBElicORUT, 

330 


5 


* 



61 


21 

13 

8 

8 

3 

530 

530 



161 

Town op Suoo Co.,. 

000 

3 

7 

*i " 

10 

29 

78 

68 

83 

15 

11 

0 

u5 

1U7 

750 

77 

20 

249 

SUMMARY BY PROVINCES. 


PROVINCES. 




















Leinster. . 

S83 

19 

28 

18 

15 

19 

99 

36 

27 

12 

4 

1 


2 

764 

296 

03 

385 

281 

Monster, . 

569 

13 

14 

11 

6 

1 

45 

9 

11 

8 

4 

4 

6 

9 

465 

1G7 

43 

265 

153 

Ulster, 

2,480 

7 

37 

45 

91 

11) 

281 

481 

201 

107 

41 

30 

24 

38 

3,683 

1,217 

1,946 

520 

1.269 

Coknaushx, . ' 

9,788 

55 

107 

145 

235 

2G6 

£09 

2,337 

1,871 

945 

385 

195 

111 

69 

16,410 

15,473 

653 

284 

4,493 

Total op Ireland, . 

13,220 

95 

17Q 

219 

347 

397 

1,234 

2,863 

2,110 

1,073 

334 

230 

141 

118 

21,322 

17,153 

2,700 

1,444 

6,195 


a Compelling ono oacli of 41, 43, and 5G lores, and two of 48 mim. 


Dcblix: Printed by Axrac. Timn & Co., 87, 88, and 80, Abbey-tlreot, 
The Queen's Printing Office. 

For Her Majesty's Stationery Office. 
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